Project Rameka - track opening speech

Hi all and thanks for coming along to help us open the first track on Project Rameka – Great Expectations. 

When we were marking out the different sections of Great Expectations, we were not only looking at the line, angles and something called grade reversals, which I’d never heard of before but which kept cropping up as something that makes a good track even better, but we could also see the WOW factor in the terrain, views and the trees that would be naturally incorporated into the track.

This WOW factor has also extended to all the people who have helped in building the track. 

It has been fantastic to be involved with the working bees – everyone just chipping away at the dirt, trees, rocks and basically anything that gets in the way.

What is also fantastic is the number of people from the community who aren’t official “members of the project” (YET?) but who’ve also been coming along and adding their bit to the track. 

Although I’ve walked, run and ridden up and down Great Expectations and found that awesome, the most pleasure and reward I get from the track is sharing it with others. When working on the track, to have people come riding through and stop for a yak and to see the “smiles on their dials” and hear their great comments is the best reward.

From here, we aim to continue Great Expectations (part 2) down to the creek and out of the valley. 

Also, a more technical track, called The Odyssey, has been flagged out to eventually join up with Great Expectations. And of course, in time, other tracks will be incorporated into the Project.

I’m sure that Great Expectations not only enhances the experience offered with the tracks up at Canaan and the Rameka itself but is also a fantastic experience in its own right!  Please bike it, walk it, run it and enjoy.

Ricky Ward 
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