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Project Rameka has made considerable environmental and recreational gains during its first 12 months.  This is due to you.  Whether you are a member from outside Golden Bay who has yet to explore the beautiful Rameka valley or a local stalwart who has lost count of the number of work parties you have attended, the project has benefited from your support.

This report summarises what your support (mostly in the form of hard work and financial donations) has achieved for the project.  For more details, you can check out www.kennett.co.nz/rameka
Climate Change

The foundation concept for Project Rameka was to set up a carbon sink.  Bronwen Wall and myself began the search for a suitable property in late 2007 and formed the Rameka Trust to legally own the land.  Project Rameka was purchased in May 2008.

Our goal is to restore the land to native forest, and in the process absorb CO2 from the atmosphere.  This has been our immediate response to climate change, and over the last year, the scrub (22.7ha) and pines (12.4ha) have absorbed an estimated 513 tons of CO2.  This compares with around 3 tons of CO2 emitted by an average-sized car per year (driving 14,000 kilometres) or 12 tons of CO2 emitted during a flight to the UK.  
As a local response, it is significant. 

To ensure that such absorption rates continue in perpetuity, we have just entered the property into the Permanent Forest Sink Initiative (PFSI).  The PFSI is a contract with the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF).  In return for carbon credits, we agree to let the forest grow and not fell a significant number of trees.  (Removing trees to accommodate tracks and providing a small level of accommodation is acceptable within the rules of PFSI trading.)

The PFSI does involve a form of covenant, but the covenant is not very stringent.  For this reason, the Rameka Trust still intends to have a QEII Trust covenant placed over the property.  Before that is finalised, we may need to have tracks still to be developed and any building structures formally identified so that they can be acknowledged and accepted under the covenant.

We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the financial assistance of Penny Kennett, Dave Ashman, and Duncan Fyfe towards the purchase of the Project Rameka property.

Restoration

The restoration of Project Rameka has, and will continue to involve, tree planting and plant and animal pest control. 

Four hundred trees were planted in the first year of the project (the winter of 2008), and most are doing well.  One thousand trees will be planted this year (the winter of 2009).

For donations contributing to the restoration of native vegetation on the project, we would like to thank Rose Wall, Ginny Wood, Rameka Trust, Rob Lewis, Jo McKenzie, Robert and Myra Fulton.

Also, special thanks must go to Fill and Albie Burgers for fortifying tree planting troops with their wonderful homemade bread and soup. 

· We are still looking for donations to cover the costs of 350 seedlings to meet this year’s target (circa $700).

Pest control is fundamentally important to the success of the project.  The removal of pests enables natural ecological processes to restore the land.  Thanks to Andrew McLellan for initiating the stoat and rat trapping programme on the project and constructing stoat trap boxes (an arduous task well done) and to Greg Thurlow for providing financial support.

However, the ‘Mr Pest Control 2008’ award goes without hesitation to Matt Shoult.  Matt’s list of achievements in dealing with the pests present on the project is impressive to the extreme.  He has, at last count, dealt to:

Hares: 11

Possums: 55

Pigs: 15

Goats: none sited on the project

Deer: none sited on the project

Rats: 8 (since March 2009)

Stoats: 5 (since March 2009)

Matt has been doing monthly night shooting and will continue to do so.  He also laid Feracol poison for possums last winter and will do so again this winter. 

Thanks to DoC for the 300 Feracol bait stations used in 2008.

Matt has also sprayed numerous weeds, including gorse, thistle, Old Man’s Beard, and banana passion fruit.

Volunteer Accommodation

Many thanks go to Jo McKenzie and Andrew McLellan who recognised the importance of having a base for volunteers to use when working on the project.  They paid for the construction of a small hut, named The Lorax Lair.  Over the last year, the Lorax Lair has been used by several volunteers as a base for work parties and conservation vacations.

Thanks must also go to Martin Langley and friends for installing an outdoor bath with million-dollar views for well-worked volunteers to rest their weary bones in.

Pine trees close enough to the Lorax Lair to hit it if they fell during a storm have been removed by John Michell, Bruce Craigie, Simon Johnson, and Albie Burgers.

Many volunteers have contributed to maintenance on the Lorax Lair, but special acknowledgment must go to Murray Drake, for donating funds and motivation for constructing a deck and Andy Cole for a fantastic verandah over the deck, and to Simon Kennett and Sarah Drake for providing funding towards that construction.

Tracks

Most volunteer efforts on the project have been directed towards building tracks to provide access for mountain bikers, runners, and walkers, as well as opening the project for the all-important pest control.

Four hundred metres of the historic Rameka Track has been cleared, and 1000 metres of completely new track has been built.  The new track is called Great Expectations, and within the next 12 months, the goal is to extend this track to meet the Rameka Creek Road.

Beyond this year, the committee hope to have Great Expectations extend further to travel down beside Rameka Creek to Project Rameka’s closest boundary to Takaka with the aim of providing a fun alternative to the Rameka Creek Road.

Great Expectations is an easy track, suitable for walkers and mountain bikers of all levels of skill when finished.

There are also plans to build an expert-level track down to the bottom of Great Expectations.

All tracks will be open to the public and will be used for conservation management purposes.

A special thanks goes to Martin and Marie Langley for organising regular work parties and to Ricky and Patrick Ward for forging ahead into scrub where most would fear to tread!

Pine Trees

In line with the project joining the PFSI, we will not be clear felling the pine block on the project.  Pines have been judiciously felled where they threaten the Lorax Lair, track users, or regenerating native trees.  We will continue to remove small numbers of pine trees for the foreseeable future to further the safety of the aforementioned items, but never more than 20 percent of a hectare within any given year.

Safety

Thanks to Johnny Mulheron for creating a Health and Safety Plan.  We are glad to report that there have been no accidents or injuries on the project.

Committee

I would like to thank everyone on the inaugural committee, especially those with the two most crucial roles, that of secretary and treasurer.  Marie Langley has been a brilliant, and diligent, secretary, and the committee has appreciated her efforts in moving things along smoothly.

Likewise, Seamus Ryan has been invaluable in helping Project Rameka operate on a shoestring budget.  Every donation and membership fee has been used with the utmost care and consideration.

Thanks to outgoing committee members Derek, Maria, Josh, and Cory for all their support.  We hope to have you involved again in the future.

To everyone who has been involved in whatever form, on behalf of Project Rameka, I thank you and hope to see you on the project soon.

Jonathan Kennett

Project Rameka Incorporated Chair

